
College Members

ALARCON, Emilio | Department of Biochemistry, 
Microbiology and Immunology, University of Ottawa
Emilio Alarcon is a husband, father, immigrant, and a person with 
Autism. He is also a science communicator and fierce advocate 
for inclusion, diversity, equity, accessibility, and social justice. 
As an Associate Professor at the University of Ottawa and the 

University of Ottawa Heart Institute, his research program bridges fundamental 
and applied sciences to redefine the translational use of biomaterials in 
medicine for patients with failing organs and tissues.

ANDREWS, Nathan | Department of Political Science, 
McMaster University
Nathan Andrews is an internationally recognized expert on the 
global political economy of resource extraction and development. 
A widely sought-after consultant for organizations including the 
African Development Bank, Geneva Centre for Security Sector 

Governance, and Lheidli T’enneh First Nation in Northern BC, Andrews’ 
innovative, award-winning work on corporate governance, the social licence 
to operate, stakeholder engagement, and hybrid security governance has had 
broad impact on research, policy, and practice.

ARETAKIS, Stefanos | Department of Computer and 
Mathematical Sciences, University of Toronto
Stefanos Aretakis is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Computer and Mathematical Sciences at the University of Toronto 
Scarborough. He strives to prove rigorous mathematical theorems 
that provide fundamental insights into the structure of the natural 

world. He pioneered a groundbreaking discovery of a novel instability of 
black holes, known as the Aretakis instability. Recently, he uncovered new 
observational signatures for maximally charged/maximally rotating black holes.

ARJMAND, Mohammad | School of Engineering, The 
University of British Columbia
Mohammad Arjmand is a renowned and award-winning 
researcher in the fields of nanotechnology and polymer 
engineering. He is an Assistant Professor at the University of 
British Columbia, where he leads the Plastic Recycling Research 

Cluster. Dr. Arjmand’s research focuses on synthesizing multifunctional 
nanomaterials, developing their assemblies, and creating polymer 
nanocomposites. He is a highly cited and well-funded researcher with strong 
collaborations across various industries in Canada.

AUGER-MÉTHÉ, Marie | Department of Statistics & Institute 
for Oceans and Fisheries, The University of British Columbia
Marie Auger-Méthé is a highly original interdisciplinary researcher 
whose work in the development and application of novel 
statistical methods provides impactful insights to the ecology, 
movement, health, and behaviour of animals, advancing 

fundamental scientific knowledge that is crucial in formulating effective wildlife 
management and conservation policies. Her research brings new insights 
into the responses of ecologically important species, particularly charismatic 
marine species, to global environmental changes.

BLAIN-MORAES, Stefanie | School of Physical and 
Occupational Therapy, McGill University
Stefanie Blain-Moraes (PhD, PEng) is an Associate Professor 
at McGill University and the Canada Research Chair (Tier 
II) in Consciousness and Personhood Technology. She has 
spearheaded major scientific advances in the assessment of 

human consciousness and in the creation of technologies that support the 
personhood of minimally communicative individuals. She is an award-winning 
teacher, and actively engages in public outreach through the arts, media, and 
partnerships with community organizations.

CHERNOVOL, Olha | Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa
Olha Chernovol is a Ukrainian citizen who left Kyiv in March 2022 
due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Over the past several 
years, she has worked primarily on matters related to integrity 
due diligence, anti-corruption, anti-money laundering and 
financing terrorism. Since 2020, she has been a member of the 

Ukrainian National Bar Association, and she has seven years of experience in 
legal practice in different areas of law.

CLARE, Elizabeth | Department of Biology, York University
Elizabeth Clare is a global leader in biodiversity science. She 
popularized the use of DNA in feeding ecology and food web 
analysis, pioneered the use of DNA filtered from the air for 
targeted species monitoring and demonstrated how planetary air 
quality networks can monitor global biodiversity. She is a popular 

science communicator volunteering for multiple STEM mentoring groups and 
hosts the BioAudio podcast for university students.

COELHO, Leandro | Département d’opérations et systèmes 
de décision, Université Laval
Leandro C. Coelho is world-renowned expert and a Full Professor 
of logistics optimization at Université Laval. He has several years 
of experience in industrial projects in Canada and abroad related 
to logistics challenges, particularly in mobility and greenhouse 

gas emissions. He holds the Canada research chair in integrated logistics and 
is interested in applying logistics and optimization techniques for the benefit 
of business and society.

CORBIN, Joel | Metrology Research Centre, National 
Research Council Canada
Joel C. Corbin is an internationally recognized researcher in 
aerosol and climate science. By developing innovative techniques 
to measure and understand wildfire- and combustion-related 
air pollution, his research addresses the grand challenge of 

understanding the future of Canada’s changing air quality and climate. At the 
same time, Dr. Corbin’s results guide policymakers on decisions that mitigate 
climate warming and reduce the toxicity of the air we breathe.

DINH, Cao Thang | Department of Chemical Engineering, 
Queen’s University
Cao Thang Dinh is an Assistant Professor and Canada Research 
Chair (Tier II) in the Department of Chemical Engineering 
at Queen’s University. A laureate of the 2023 Falling Walls 
Science Breakthrough of the Year, Dr. Dinh is recognized as 

an emerging leader in carbon capture and conversion. His groundbreaking 
work on stable electrochemical systems for converting carbon dioxide into 
fuels and chemicals has laid the foundation for the rapid advancement of this 
technology.

DUBOIS, Elizabeth | Department of Communication, 
University of Ottawa
As the University Research Chair in Politics, Communication and 
Technology, Elizabeth Dubois is internationally recognized for 
her pioneering research, public policy engagement, and creative 
knowledge mobilization activities. Her award-winning research 

responds to pressing societal and policy needs related to topics such as 
political bots and artificial intelligence, the flow of political (dis)information, 
public opinion development, digital literacy, citizenship, and elections. Dr. 
Dubois received her doctorate from the University of Oxford.

DUERDEN, Emma | Department of Education, Western 
University
Emma Duerden is a Canada Research Chair in Neuroscience 
and Learning Disorders and leads the Developing Brain 
research program. An Associate Professor at the University of 
Western Ontario, she earned her Bachelor’s degree from McGill 

University (Psychology), trained at the Montreal Neurological Institute for her 
Master’s (Neuroscience), completed her PhD at the Université de Montreal 
(Neuroscience) and her postdoctoral training at the Hospital for Sick Children 
(Developmental Paediatrics). Her research focuses on early life adversity and 
brain development.

ERTZ, Myriam | Département des sciences économiques et 
administratives, Université du Québec à Chicoutimi
Professor of Marketing, Director of LaboNFC (Laboratoire de 
recherche sur les Nouvelles Formes de Consommation), and 
Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Technology, Sustainability and 
Society, Myrian Ertz’s world-class contributions have deepened 

our understanding of responsible consumption and marketing, collaborative 
consumption and the collaborative economy, the circular economy, digital 
marketing, and of technology and innovation, including Industry 4.0.

ESTILL, Laura | Department of English, St. Francis Xavier 
University
Laura Estill is a Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Digital 
Humanities and Professor of English at St. Francis Xavier 
University. Her research explores the reception of early modern 
English drama from its early print, manuscript, and performed 

contexts to today’s online and classroom environments. Estill’s award-winning 
research and teaching demonstrates how to use digital tools to ask questions 
about our past, our society, and our thinking and learning. 

FAROOQUE, Aitazaz | Canadian Centre for Climate Change 
and Adaptation, University of Prince Edward Island
Aitazaz Farooque is serving as a Professor and Director at 
the Canadian Centre for Climate Change and Adaptation, 
University of Prince Edward Island. Aitazaz’s research focuses on 
the development of climate-smart technologies for Canadian 

agriculture. Aitazaz has co-authored over 150 peer-reviewed articles and 
delivered many keynote/invited talks at international forums. Aitazaz 
has received various national awards in recognition of his exceptional 
contributions. Aitazaz has garnered over $18M in research funding and trained 
a significant number of highly qualified personnel.

GREEN, Stephanie | Department of Biological Sciences, 
University of Alberta
Stephanie Green is an internationally recognized expert on 
biodiversity conservation in aquatic ecosystems. Dr. Green 
combines field, lab, and modeling techniques to investigate 
how human-mediated stresses such as biological invasion and 

climate change alter marine and freshwater food webs. Her collaborative, 
multidisciplinary research with scientists, policy makers, and non-profit 
organizations in over 20 countries has been recognized with the Earth 
Leadership Fellowship and a Sloan Research Fellowship in Ocean Sciences.

HILLIER, Sean | School of Health Policy & Management, York 
University
Sean Hillier is a Mi’kmaw scholar, member of the Qalipu First 
Nation and York Research Chair in Indigenous Health Policy 
& One Health. He is an internationally recognized thought 
leader in Indigenous health policy. He engages respectfully 

with Indigenous communities and their ways of knowing in developing and 
reforming health and research policies, especially in relation to HIV and One 
Health, to improve health outcomes for Indigenous Peoples.

HOSSEIN, Caroline | Department of Global Development 
Studies, University of Toronto Scarborough
Caroline Shenaz Hossein is Associate Professor of Global 
Development Studies at the University of Toronto Scarborough 
and founding member of the Diverse Solidarity Economies 
Collective (DISE), amplifying the solidarity economies of 

marginalized populations. She holds a Canada Research Chair Tier 2 in 
Africana Development & Feminist Political Economy and an Ontario Early 
Researcher Award. She has seven published books, including such titles as, 
The Banker Ladies, Politicized Microfinance and Beyond Racial Capitalism. 

HUG, Laura | Department of Biology, University of Waterloo
Laura Hug, Associate Professor and Canada Research Chair at the 
University of Waterloo, is an internationally recognized scholar 
in environmental microbiology. Dr. Hug’s work using multi omics 
approaches on landfill microbiomes has contributed to real-world 
solutions for anthropogenic environmental impacts. Dr. Hug’s 

work was featured in major news outlets including the New York Times and 
The Atlantic, and she appeared as a science expert for TFO and BBC Radio.

JANTCHOU, Prévost | Département de pédiatrie, Université 
de Montréal
Prévost Jantchou is a clinical researcher at CHU Sainte-Justine 
and a Professor in the Department of Paediatrics in the Faculty of 
Medicine at the Université de Montréal. His research programme 
focuses on inflammatory bowel disease, environmental risk 

factors and improving the quality of patient care. He has set up a programme 
to develop and support medical students’ research skills. Founding president 
of the INSPIRE Foundation, his mission is to increase diversity in medicine and 
research.

JENABIAN, Mohammad-Ali | Département des sciences 
biologiques, Université du Québec à Montréal
Mohammad-Ali Jenabian is a Full Professor and the holder of 
the CIHR Canada Research Chair in Immuno-Virology at the 
Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM). Recognized for his 
multidisciplinary translational research and insights into the 

mechanisms of immune dysregulation and accelerated aging, as well as viral 
persistence in people living with HIV, this basic research scientist is a leading 
authority in the field of viral immunology.

KADDOUM, Georges | Département de génie électrique, 
École de technologie supérieure
Georges Kaddoum, a globally celebrated authority in the 
field of wireless communications, is highly acclaimed for his 
groundbreaking contributions to adaptive modulation and 
resource management. His prolific portfolio of over 300 

publications and 13,400+ citations underscore his profound influence in the 
field. Professor Kaddoum’s dedication to mentoring and his key editorial roles 
in esteemed IEEE journals vividly demonstrate his unwavering commitment to 
advancing the frontiers of wireless communications.

KHO, Michelle | School of Rehabilitation Science, McMaster 
University
Michelle Kho is Canada’s most academically accomplished 
physiotherapist and clinician-scientist in critical care. A leading 
thinker in rehabilitation science following critical illness, she has 
made novel scientific contributions with global impact. Dr. Kho 

has spearheaded ambitious international clinical trials and advanced new 
rehabilitation research methods to improve the recovery of critical illness 
survivors. Committed to excellence in clinical scholarship, her methodological 
expertise informs national and international practice guidelines.

KING, Kayla | Departments of Zoology and Microbiology & 
Immunology, The University of British Columbia
Kayla King is a Professor and Canada Excellence Research Chair 
at UBC. She is an expert on the ecology and contemporary 
evolution of host-parasite interactions. Her research seeks to 
understand how host and parasite species coevolve, as well as 

to study the impact of biodiversity and environmental conditions on parasite 
transmission and virulence over time. Her findings have helped advance our 
understanding of adaptation and wildlife health in a changing world.

KOUSSENS, David | Faculté de droit, Université de 
Sherbrooke
David Koussens is a Full Professor in the Faculty of Law at the 
Université de Sherbrooke. A multidisciplinary jurist, he has held 
the Law, Religion, and Secularism Research Chair since 2012. 
His work, which has earned him international recognition and 

numerous awards in Canada and abroad, explores the evolution of the legal 
models of secularism and the management of religious pluralism in liberal 
democracies. He has published L’épreuve de la neutralité (Bruylant, 2015) and 
Secularism(s) in Contemporary France (Springer, 2023).

LEMIRE, Mélanie | Département de médecine sociale et 
préventive, Université Laval
Mélanie Lemire is renowned for her community-based research 
projects dealing with environmental contaminants, oceanic 
change, and nutrition in relation to the health of Indigenous 
peoples and coastal populations. She is the designated expert 

for Canada on the Human Health Assessment Group of the Arctic Monitoring 
and Assessment Programme (HHAG-AMAP). Dedicated to finding solutions 
for a healthier, fairer and more sustainable planet, her work is used to develop 
programmes and policies at the local, federal and international level. She is 
also co-founder of the Mange ton Saint-Laurent collective, which advocates 
for innovative solutions which would bring the exceptional resources of the St. 
Lawrence River back to the plates of Eastern Canada.

LEWIS, Stephen | Department of Psychology, University of 
Guelph
Stephen Lewis is a Research Leadership Chair and Professor in 
the Department of Psychology at the University of Guelph. His 
research program centres people’s lived experience of non-
suicidal self-injury and related mental health difficulties. An 

internationally renowned researcher and advocate, he challenges dominant 
theoretical and clinical paradigms with a resulting impact reaching far beyond 
academia to shape social media policy, create practical training, and empower 
individuals to work toward recovery.

LI, Xia | Department of Chemical and Materials Engineering, 
Concordia University
Xia Li is an Associate Professor of Chemical and Materials 
Engineering, Concordia University Research Chair in high-energy 
rechargeable batteries, and Associate Director of the Concordia 
Collaborative Centers on Energy and its Transition (C2ET). Dr. 

Li’s research focuses on developing advanced materials for energy storage 
devices such as lithium-/sodium-based batteries and solid-state batteries, with 
the goal of understanding the synthesis-structure-performance relationship 
and applying that fundamental understanding to new battery technologies.



LIVERNOIS, Jonathan | Département de littérature, théâtre et 
cinéma, Université Laval
Considered one of the most relevant minds of his generation, 
Jonathan Livernois is an essayist, researcher and Full Professor at 
Université Laval. His work on the literary and intellectual history of 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Quebec explores the complex 

relationship between literature and politics, and appeals to both academic and 
lay audiences. A history columnist for Radio-Canada and a regularly invited 
expert in the media, he is the author and co-author of several books, including 
the award-winning essay Entre deux feux. Parlementarisme et lettres au 
Québec.

MAGNAN, Marie-Odile | Département d’administration et 
fondements de l’éducation, Université de Montréal
Marie-Odile Magnan is a Full Professor in the Faculty of 
Education at the Université de Montréal. She holds the Chair 
in Ethnic Relations and is Director of the FRQSC Inclusion 
and Ethnocultural Diversity in Education team. Her research, 

recognised internationally for its impact on the transformation of school 
institutions, focuses on EDI policies and practices of educational staff, as well 
as on academic inequalities from primary to post-secondary education, as 
recounted by young people and staff from racialized groups.

MAMMEI, Juliette | Department of Physics and Astronomy, 
University of Manitoba
Juliette Mammei is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Physics and Astronomy at the University of Manitoba, where 
she is internationally recognized in the field of parity-violating 
electron scattering. She studies nuclear and nucleon structure 

and tests the Standard Model of Particles and Interactions. Dr. Mammei is 
dedicated to improving First Nations student outcomes and is an advocate for 
nuclear physics education and equity, diversity, and inclusion within Canada.

McCARTNEY, Shelagh | School of Urban and Regional 
Planning, Toronto Metropolitan University
An award-winning architect and scholar, Shelagh McCartney’s 
innovative partnership-based work addresses complex housing 
issues across Canada to build community wellness. She is 
best known for collaborations with First Nations in Northern 

Ontario and the NWT to co-create housing solutions that support community 
wellbeing and self-determination, resulting in the first regional First Nations 
led housing strategy in Canada. She was elected Fellow of the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada in 2021.

MILLER, Matthew | Department of Biochemistry and 
Biomedical Sciences, McMaster University
Matthew Miller is an internationally-renowned expert in viral 
pandemics and vaccinology at McMaster University. He has made 
significant contributions to pandemic preparedness and the 
development of broadly-protecting vaccines and therapeutics 

against pathogens like influenza virus and SARS-CoV-2. His unique approaches 
to therapeutic development, including inhaled delivery of vaccines and 
therapeutics to treat and prevent respiratory infections, has been paradigm-
shifting.

MIRON, Véronique | Department of Immunology, University 
of Toronto
Véronique Miron is the John David Eaton Chair in Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS) Research at Unity Health Toronto and Full Professor 
at the University of Toronto. She conducts world-leading research 
on how the insulation surrounding nerve fibres in the central 

nervous system, called myelin, is supported in health and degenerated or 
malformed in common neurological conditions like MS or cerebral palsy. Her 
findings delineate new pathways to treat neurological conditions.

NOORI, Narges | Department of Art and Design, University of 
Alberta
Narges Noori is an author and illustrator whose children’s picture 
books focus on empowering women. With over eight years as an 
instructor at Kabul University’s fine arts faculty and a background 
in graphic design, she dedicated her career to education and art. 

Her work includes illustrating for various publishers and creating influential 
books for young readers. Amidst the Taliban’s rise, she received a fellowship 
from the Artists at Risk Program and is now in residence at the University of 
Alberta.

PEARSE, Linda | Department of Music, Mount Allison 
University
Linda Pearse fuses insight from the performance of early art 
music with archival research to create intercultural artistic works 
and scholarly publications that offer opportunities for impactful 
public-facing outreach. As the Canada Research Chair in Music, 

Contact, and Conflict, Pearse’s interdisciplinary research network cultivates 
nuanced understandings of musical and sonic entanglements between early 
modern cultures, and related aspects of identity and intercultural relationship 
in ways that resonate with contemporary issues.

PLANTE, Isabelle | Didactique, Université du Québec à 
Montréal
Isabelle Plante is a Full Professor in the Department of Didactics 
at UQAM, where she studies how the psychosocial and school 
adjustment of young people impacts the schooling experience 
of elementary and high-school boys and girls. As holder of the 

Canada Research Chair on Gender Differences in School, her publications, 
engagement activities with schools and regular media appearances have 
produced significant scientific, educational and social benefits.

PRASAD, Ajnesh | EGADE Business School, Technologico de 
Monterrey
Ajnesh Prasad is a Canadian social scientist and the GIEE Chair 
in Leadership and Organizational Effectiveness at Tecnologico 
de Monterrey’s EGADE Business School in Mexico City, 
Mexico. A past holder of a Canada Research Chair, he is an 

internationally recognized scholar in the area of equity, diversity, and inclusion 
in organizations. An engaged and prolific researcher, his scholarship leverages 
contemporary social thought to identify strategic paths by which to undo 
institutionalized cultural inequalities and make organizations more inclusive 
spaces. 

PUGH, Trevor | Department of Medical Biophysics, University 
of Toronto
Trevor Pugh is a world-leading cancer researcher and clinical 
molecular geneticist at the forefront of precision medicine. As 
holder of the Canada Research Chair in Translational Genomics, 
he uses genome sequencing to understand causes of cancer, 

guide treatment of patients, and detect early disease using blood tests. Key 
to this work are global collaborative networks that enable knowledge gained 
from treating each patient to improve the treatment of everyone.

RASH, Joshua | Department of Psychology, Memorial 
University of Newfoundland
Joshua Rash is a leader in Clinical Health Psychology whose 
research has made a profound impact on people living with 
chronic conditions. His innovative work bridges many fields, 
including Psychology and Medicine where he has made enduring 

contributions to the well-being of people with pain, mental health and 
substance use concerns. His research has influenced government agencies, 
and improved equitable access to an integrated continuum of mental health 
services.

REID, Andrea | Institute for the Oceans and Fisheries, The 
University of British Columbia
Andrea Reid is a Nisga’a citizen and scientist engaged in 
community-partnered work on fish and fisheries, critically 
examining their pasts and envisioning just futures. Her research 
and teaching, based out of the Nass River Valley, centre 

approaches that are intergenerational, land-based, and relational. Dr. Reid is a 
Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Fisheries Science, leading the Centre for 
Indigenous Fisheries at The University of British Columbia.

ROBINSON, Dylan | School of Music, The University of British 
Columbia
Dylan Robinson is a world-recognized authority on Indigenous 
music, public art, and performance and their engagements 
with settler colonial politics of reconciliation and redress. His 
interdisciplinary scholarship, curatorial work, and facilitation of 

collaborative gatherings have cut new trail in understanding Indigenous sonic 
culture and other expressive arts and their work in the world. His research and 
practice have guided global conversations about Indigenous cultural heritage 
and artistic production.

ROGERS, Maria | Department of Psychology, Carleton 
University
The long-term outcomes of psychological disorders in childhood 
are significant, including unsustainable employment, lower socio-
economic status, and poorer overall physical health. Maria A. 
Rogers, Canada Research Chair in Child and Youth Mental Health 

and Well-being, is internationally recognized for her community-engaged 
research that advances the study of neurodevelopmental and mental health 
disorders in early life stages. Rogers’ scholarly and clinical work directly and 
positively impact Canada’s children and youth.

SADARANGANI, Manish | Department of Pediatrics, The 
University of British Columbia
Manish Sadarangani is an international expert in translational 
vaccinology, whose work uniquely encompasses laboratory, 
clinical and epidemiologic research. His scientific expertise 
enables him to respond quickly to changing priorities to tackle 

diverse knowledge gaps rapidly and produce high quality research findings 
to inform policy. Specifically, his research improves understanding of immune 
responses to vaccination, identifies high-risk groups to target immunization 
programs, and evaluates vaccine effectiveness to inform evidence-based 
policy.

SALAMI, Oluwabukola | Department of Community Health 
Sciences, University of Calgary
Bukola Salami is a Professor at the Department of Community 
Health Science, University of Calgary. She has been involved in 
over 90 studies totalling around $250 million. She is a nationally 
and internationally recognized leader in Black peoples health 

and immigrant health whose work has contributed to the creation of the first 
mental health clinic for Black Canadians in Western Canada and the first fully 
interdisciplinary university-based mentorship program for Black youths in 
Canada.

SEOW, Hsien | Department of Oncology, McMaster University
Hsien Seow is the Canada Research Chair in Palliative Care and 
Health System Innovation and a Professor in the Department of 
Oncology, McMaster University. He publishes healthcare and 
policy research focused on improving care for patients with 
serious illness. He is the co-author of Hope for the Best, Plan for 

the Rest: 7 keys for navigating a life-changing diagnosis, and the co-host of 
The Waiting Room Revolution podcast.

SHAH, Jai | Department of Psychiatry, McGill University
Jai Shah is Associate Professor at the Douglas Hospital and 
McGill University. Working with a range of stakeholders, he is 
an international leader in understanding trajectories from early 
phases of mental health problems to severe mental illnesses 
such as psychosis. His efforts have advanced transdiagnostic 

perspectives and clinical staging in psychiatry, and are influencing the design 
of early intervention and youth mental health service systems in Canada and 
beyond.

SHARIFF, Azim | Department of Psychology, The University of 
British Columbia
Azim Shariff is a Professor and Canada 150 Research Chair in the 
Department of Psychology at the University of British Columbia. 
He is one of the world’s leading young scholars in the areas of 
social psychology. He has gained international acclaim for his 

research, which delves into subjects such as the connection between religion 
and morality, and the way that people emotionally and intellectually react to 
emerging technologies.

SHASTRI, Bhavin | Department of Physics, Engineering 
Physics & Astronomy, Queen’s University
Bhavin Shastri, a Canada Research Chair in Neuromorphic 
Photonic Computing, explores new forms of computing by 
integrating photonics, artificial intelligence, and quantum 
information. He serves as Co-Director of NUCLEUS, a pan-

Canadian photonic computing program funded by NSERC CREATE. He 
received the 2022 SPIE Early Career Award and the 2020 IUPAP Young 
Scientist Prize in Optics “for his pioneering contributions to neuromorphic 
photonics,” a term he co-coined.

SHERREN, Kate | School for Resource and Environmental 
Studies, Dalhousie University
Kate Sherren is a Professor of Environmental Social Science 
at Dalhousie University focusing on the human dimensions 
of natural resource management and landscape change. Dr. 
Sherren’s innovative approach leverages theory and visual 

methods to tackle a range of critical sustainability challenges such as 
sustainable agriculture, renewable energy, coastal adaptation and urban form. 
A compelling communicator committed to mobilizing research, she enriches 
important societal conversations with social science insights.

SKIBSRUD, Johanna | Department of English, University of 
Arizona
Johanna Skibsrud is the author of numerous works of fiction, 
poetry and non-fiction including the Scotiabank Giller Prize 
winning novel The Sentimentalists and, most recently, the essay 
collection Fool (Routledge 2024) and a poetry collection, Medium 

(Book*hug 2024). Born in Nova Scotia, she completed her PhD in English 
Literature at the Université de Montréal and is currently Professor of English 
and Creative Writing at the University of Arizona.

STARK, Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik | School of Indigenous 
Governance, University of Victoria
Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark’s innovative approaches to 
Indigenous law and governance have advanced the restoration 
of Indigenous political authority and jurisdiction. Centring 
Anishinaabe political thought, her work transforms our 

understandings of treaty and promotes a radical ethic of relationality for how 
we live together as treaty partners, as communities within which conflict and 
harms arise and as humans in relation with the environment.

TWOREK, Heidi | Department of History & School of Public 
Policy and Global Affairs, The University of British Columbia
Heidi Tworek is Canada Research Chair, Professor of History 
and Public Policy, and Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Democratic Institutions at the University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver. Multi-award-winning author of one book and over 45 

journal articles and book chapters, Tworek researches the global history and 
policy of communications and media. She is a Senior Fellow at the Centre for 
International Governance Innovation.

WHITE, Martha | Department of Computing Science, 
University of Alberta
Martha White is an Associate Professor of Computing Science 
at the University of Alberta and a Fellow of Amii. She holds 
a Canada CIFAR AI Chair, a Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in 
Reinforcement Learning and received IEEE’s “AIs 10 to Watch: 

The Future of AI” award in 2020. Her research focus is on developing 
algorithms that learn to adapt continually, with a focus on more sustainable 
systems.

ZHANG, Ning | Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, University of Windsor
Ning Zhang is an Associate Professor and Canada Research 
Chair in Internet of Vehicles at University of Windsor. He is 
internationally renowned for his outstanding contribution 
to the performance analysis and optimization of connected 

vehicles and wireless networks. His research has been widely recognized 
in the global research community. His accomplishments include being an 
IEEE Distinguished Lecturer, a Highly Cited Researcher, and the recipient of 
numerous best paper awards.




